

July 2015 Message of the Month
USDA Update

Anne Fiala is the acting branch chief for part of June 2015, all of July 2015 and the beginning of August 2015. Jessica Saracino (special assistant to the director) will be the acting branch chief for mid-August 2015 to the beginning of October 2015. Andrea Farmer will be the third person in the acting position for October 2015, November 2015 and part of December 2015.

The adjustment of the CACFP payment rates effective July 1 is currently in clearance. USDA hopes to have the rates published within the next couple of weeks.

USDA recently issued a revised CACFP infant feeding policy memorandum. The purpose of the revision was to clarify that infant formula must be regulated by FDA.

On July 30, 2015, USDA will conduct the first quarterly CACFP webinar on Nutrition and Wellness. The purpose of the webinars is to share items USDA is working on and to showcase resources at the state level. Each webinar will be hosted by one of the regional offices and will feature one to two states from the hosting region. Mountain Plains region will participate in the first webinar. There is no set schedule at this time but if a state wants to volunteer to present they can.

USDA has developed a promotional flyer for CACFP. The print version will be available at the end of July 2015 in packets of 100. Sponsors were excited about the flyer at the sponsor conference in April.

Financial Management Training
Work is continuing to finalize the agenda and materials for CACFP Financial Management training. Please stay tuned for more information about this training as details are finalized.
Marketing Firm RFP

A request for proposal for marketing services for the National Professional Association is currently posted on the NPA website at www.cacfpnpa.org. A copy of the RFP will be emailed to each member. Members are encouraged to provide the RFP to any and all firms which may be interested in contracting with the Association to provide marketing services. August 14, 2015 is the deadline to submit all proposals.
Board Elections
Elections for new board members will occur in the near future. Anyone interested in being a candidate for one of the following offices should contact Ann McCormack at mcormk@mchsi.com.
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